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Admiral of the Seven Seas

 I: The Voyage

Composed by Lin Lin Qiu, arranged by Li Xun

rearranged by Wu Tong & Li Xun

Composed by Law Wai Lun

 Spring Breeze

Composed by Chen Sheng, 

rearranged by Tan Kah Yong & Law Wai Lun 

 One Night in Beijing

Cantonese music, 

arranged by Zhao Dong Sheng

 Dry Thunderstorm

 Genshin Impact – Sounds of Liyue

Sheng: Chew Lixian

Cello: Gan Ying Ying

Composed by Lo Leung Fai 

Spring 

No videography and flash photography are permitted in this concert.

Approximate concert duration: 1 hour (No intermission).

Ensemble:

Erhu: Ng Rui Jun

Erhu/Banhu: Yang Ji An

Bangdi/Percussion: Neo Rui Zhi

Zhongyin Sheng/Percusion: Neo Ye Siang Desmond

Keyboard: Lim Qi Qin*

Gaoyin Suona/Guan: Muhammad Afiq Bin Zaini

Pipa: Tan Yan

Zhongruan: Chloe Ueda Teo Wei Shan

E.bass: Elton Teo Kai Jie

Percussion: Boo Chong Wei, Benjamin, Toh Kai Siang, Eugene

Composed by Chen Yu-Peng, 

arranged by Ong Jiin Joo 







The Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO) is an orchestra organised under the Ministry of 

Education’s (MOE) National Project of Excellence (NPOE). Members of the orchestra come from a diverse range 

of backgrounds and have all been selected through a rigorous process. Every year, recruitment is open to 

tertiary and arts institutions, and also mainstream primary and secondary schools. In the 2022 Singapore 

Chinese Music Competition, 19 musicians from SNYCO won 1 Solo Grand Category, 1 Audience Choice Award, 

7 First Prizes, 5 Second Prizes and 6 Third Prizes. From its inception, SNYCO holds 3 major ticketed concerts 

annually and since 2017, it has taken the additional step of performing in outreach and educational concerts in 

neighbourhood schools, the heartlands and communities. Not only do these concerts give the musicians more 

performance opportunities and stage experience, they also help to promote Chinese music to the communities. 

As part of SNYCO’s Alumni Collective Programme, this concert is spearheaded by the orchestra’s alumni. 

To date, SNYCO has nurtured numerous outstanding musicians, and among them, nine have successfully joined 

the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), establishing themselves as professional full-time musicians. Besides 

becoming professional musicians and distinguished members of the Singapore Chinese music fraternity, many 

other SNYCO members have also moved on to become respected professionals in their respective fields, making 

innumerable contributions to both the Singapore arts scene and various corporations and institutions.

Under the leadership of Music Director Quek Ling Kiong, SNYCO seeks to nurture aspiring youths to be the 

future pillars of Singapore’s Chinese music scene. Currently, there are over 90 members in SNYCO between 

the ages of 10 and 26 who receive professional tutelage under the guidance of 13 SCO musicians. They also 

represent more than 35 schools in Singapore. Members enrolled in mainstream (MOE) secondary schools who 

have sustained involvement with SNYCO will have their participation recognized in lieu of a school-based 

Co-Curricular Activity (CCA), with the potential of receiving the highest CCA grades. From the many sold-out 

concerts to the critically-acclaimed overseas concert tours, the high standards of SNYCO have firmly established 

it as one of the premier youth orchestras, both locally and regionally. With the full support of the Ministry of 

Culture, Community and Youth and the National Arts Council, under the experienced management of SCO, 

SNYCO enjoys exceptional resources and facilities. SNYCO will persevere in its mission to inspire, nurture, and 

develop our youth into exemplary music advocates to serve the community.

If any of the alumni members would like to join the SNYCO alumni community, simply contact us at:

Email snyco@sco.com.sg

Facebook & Instagram: @snycosg



郭勇德 音乐总监
Quek Ling Kiong – Music Director













Quek Ling Kiong is the first Principal Conductor of the 
Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) to have been born and 
bred in Singapore. Widely hailed as the “People’s Conductor”, 
he has more than 25 years of professional musical experience 
under his belt. He assumed the role of Principal Conductor 
in 2023, after a decade as its Resident Conductor.

He began his journey with the SCO in 1997 as its Percussion 
Principal after graduating from the Shanghai Conservatory 
of Music. A rising star, Quek went on to earn the Singapore 
National Arts Council’s (NAC) prestigious Young Artist Award 
in 2002. As his focus shifted to conducting, he became SCO’s 
first Conducting Assistant in 2003, before heading to the 
Zurich University of the Arts where he obtained a diploma 
in advanced studies in 2008. He took up the baton as the 
SCO’s Associate Conductor upon returning.



Johannes Schlaefli Kirk 
Trevor 



 

Concert-
In-Progress

 

True Colors 
Symphony


 

Quek is active in the international music scene, with a robust 
reputation beyond Singapore’s shores. He has guest-conducted 
esteemed Chinese orchestras such as the Shanghai Chinese 
Orchestra, Guangdong Chinese Orchestra, and the Hong 
Kong Chinese Orchestra. He also conducted symphony 
orchestras in the Czech Republic during a residency in Europe. 
Well-versed in the musical cultures of East and West, he 
counts maestros Tay Teow Kiat, Xia Feiyun, Tsung Yeh, 
Johannes Schlaefli, and Kirk Trevor among his diverse mentors.

Besides helming one of the world’s leading Chinese orchestras, 
Quek is also passionate about education. He is the Music 
Director of the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra 
(SNYCO) and has conducted it since 2004, taking it on tours 
to the Tainan International Arts Festival, Hsinchu Chinese 
Music Festival, and other cities. As Principal Guest Conductor 
of Singapore’s Ding Yi Music Company (2016-2022), he also 
conceptualised the Ding Yi Chinese Chamber Music Festival 
and the composition festival Composium.

Quek is known for his bold, charismatic approach to
conducting and bringing Chinese orchestral music to the 
masses through innovative programmes and storytelling. He 
led the SCO ensemble in sold-out and acclaimed shows such 
as the Young Children’s Concert, Young People’s Concert, 
Mother’s Day Concert, and Concert-In-Progress. In line with 
his desire to bring music to all, he became the Artistic Director 
of Singapore and Hong Kong’s largest inclusive orchestras 

– The Purple Symphony and True Colors Symphony – in 2015 
and 2019 respectively.

His achievements have garnered him accolades such as the 
NAC Cultural Fellowship (2013) and the Meritorious Award 
by the Composers and Authors Society of Singapore (2016). 
The Quek Ling Kiong Arts and Culture Scholarship was also 
established at the Singapore Management University in 2019 
in honour of his contributions to the arts.





Lien Boon Hua is the Artistic Director of Wayfarer Sinfonietta and Guest Conductor of the Singapore National 

Youth Chinese Orchestra. Previously, he has served as Assistant Conductor of the Polish National Radio Symphony 

Orchestra in Katowice and Assistant Conductor to the Richard-Strauss-Festival 2018 in Garmisch- Partenkirchen. 

A prizewinner at several international conducting competitions, he was selected for the 2019/20 Peter Eötvös 

Foundation Mentoring Program, where he received mentorship from renowned conductors and composers to 

further hone his craft. 

Highlights of Lien’s recent seasons include debuts with Singapore Chinese Orchestra, Ding Yi Music Company, and 

leading the Singapore Symphony Orchestra in a celebratory concert for Esplanade’s 20th anniversary. He has made 

successful debuts with Hong Kong Sinfonietta, NFM Wrocław Philharmonic, Polish Baltic Philharmonic, Kraków 

Philharmonic, among others. A rising opera conductor, he has led productions with Singapore Lyric Opera, Kuala 

Lumpur City Opera, The Opera People and Lirica Arts. He has also appeared at numerous festivals including 

Singapore International Festival of Arts, Thailand International Composition Festival, IntAct Festival, Gdańsk Music 

Festival and International Mozartiana Festival.

Lien holds conducting and performance degrees from Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music, University of 

Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music and Eastman School of Music, where he was awarded the Walter Hagen 

Conducting Prize. Currently based in Singapore, he is on the conducting faculty at his alma mater, Yong Siew Toh 

Conservatory of Music, and leads its contemporary music ensemble, OpusNovus, where he continues to share his 

passion for music with the next generation of musicians.





Chew Lixian's musical journey is a testament to her versatility, spanning both Eastern and Western musical 

realms. She began her music studies at the age of eight, honing her piano skills under the tutelage of esteemed 

local pianists Chew Kuan Ni, Yap Chiu Yuen and Low Shao Suan. It was during her formative secondary school 

years that Lixian discovered her passion for the Sheng, a pivotal moment ignited by the guidance of Singapore 

Chinese Orchestra (SCO) musician Ong Yi Horng. Fuelled by her passion and talent, Lixian was awarded the 

prestigious Ministry of Education Teaching (Overseas) Scholarship to pursue a music degree at the University 

of Manchester.

Lixian has performed extensively in ensembles and orchestras in Singapore and overseas, having given solo and 

ensemble performances in places including Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand, and the United Kingdom. She was 

also appointed the Sheng Principal player and Chairperson of the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra 

(SNYCO) in her years in the orchestra. She made her concerto debut with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra after 

she clinched 1st Prize in the Sheng Open Category of the National Chinese Music Competition in 2016. In 2018, 

she performed a solo with the Hong Kong Youth Chinese Orchestra in Hong Kong as well as in Singapore. She is 

currently learning under SCO musician Cheng Ho Kwan Kevin.

Always seeking opportunities for collaboration through music, Lixian formed a quintet and participated in the 

Singapore Chinese Music Competition Ensemble Category and achieved a 2nd Prize in 2020. Recently elected 

to the Singapore Chinese Music Federation Youth Chapter committee and selected to be part of the Southeast 

Asian Music Leaders 30 Under 30 project, she actively contributes to the Chinese music scene. Lixian is a Sheng 

musician of the TENG Ensemble and holds the position of Senior Manager (Examinations and Outreach) at The 

TENG Company. Through her performances and educational endeavours, she strives to share her love for music 

with the wider community.





Ying Ying started her journey with the cello at age 10 in her school’s Chinese Orchestra. At 16, through the 

encouragement of her secondary school conductor Mr Teo Teng Tat, she begun formal lessons with Li Hua 

(former SCO cellist). In the same year, she participated in the music camp organised by Ministry of Education 

(MOE). This valuable experience piqued her interest to excel in her music. 

In 2007, she enrolled in SNYCO and studied under SCO musician Mr. Ji Huiming. Mr Ji Huiming and SNYCO gave 

her many opportunities to grow and develop as a musician, for which she is very grateful till present. The 

guidance and learning opportunities in SNYCO provided a platform to perform, learn from collaboration and 

feedback to achieve a common goal of self-improvement and make good music. Life-long friendships were also 

forged through the journey. 

Ying Ying enrolled in Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music in 2012 under the tutelage of Mr. Leslie Tan. She 

believes in paying forward in her journey as a musician and teacher, to groom, support and encourage her 

students, and to express her deep sense of gratitude to all her teachers who helped her in her music journey. 







GAOHU

Cao Wenhui

Lim Wan Ying

Siu Wen Xin

Wang Suiyin*

ERHU I

Sean Lee Wenwei

Ong Ai Hui

Tan Chia Sin

Yang Ji An

Zhou Boyi

ERHU II

Bai Tianliang*

Cheng Chen

Chu Zimeng*

Evan Seow Kai En*

Shi Peiyun*

ZHONGHU

CELLO

Aaron Ang Yue Xiang

Ng Rui Jun

Wang Mingzhu*

Wei Zili (Cyril Ngai)

Chua Boon Yang

Gan Ying Ying

Claire Lam Liang Ying

Lin Yutong*

Liu Yip Chor Rio*

Loke Cheng Jun Jasper

Elton Teo Kai Jie

DOUBLE BASS

Goh Yi Shyan Joyce Chessa

Leung Yong Ting Nicole

Phang Riyang

YANGQIN

Ong Wei Da

Wang Yining Marianne*

PIPA

Kua Hui Lin

Tan Yan

ZHONGRUAN

Chong Shao Yih*

Chow Zheng Yu Isaac

Sim Jing Xun Claire

LIUQIN

Han Jia Ying Elisa

Chloe Ueda Teo Wei Shan

DARUAN

Liu Hui Xuan*

HARP/KEYBOARD

Lim Qi Qin*

GUZHENG/PERCUSSION

Roy Yuen Ze Min

GAOYIN SHENG

Chan Chin Shuan*

Chew Lixian

Loh Hong Jie Joshua

ZHONGYIN SHENG

Cheng Ho Kwan Kevin +

Neo Ye Siang Desmond

DIYIN SHENG

Foo Cher Jun, Nicholas

BANGDI

Heng Yi Hwee*

Neo Rui Zhi

XINDI

Low Xiang Hui*

Seow Junshi

QUDI

Song Xinyi

Tan Yan Quan

GAOYIN SUONA

Dingwan Chenxi

Ng Qi Yang

Tan Jin Heng Branson*

ZHONGYIN SUONA

Lee Kang Quan

Loo Tong Cheng, Leonard*

PERCUSSION

Boo Chong Wei, Benjamin

Guo Jia

Lee De Jie

Ong Junxian*

Toh Kai Siang, Eugene

Zhu Huimin*

GUAN & DIYIN SUONA

Muhammad Afiq Bin Zaini

NAMES ARE LISTED ACCORDING TO ALPHABETICAL ORDER

* SNYCO CURRENT MEMBER

^ ELECTRIC BASSIST

+ GUEST PLAYER



SNYCO AUDITION2024
2025

Application Period

10/3/2024 – 8/7/2024

Audition Period

August 2024

Audition Venue

Singapore Conference Hall

Find out more here!

snyco.com.sg

Scan to find out more about the 
Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra



音乐会一览
Concert Calendar

日期/时间


音乐会


SCO Concert Hall 

06.07.2024
Sat 7.30pm

CONFLUENCE: SCO China Concert Tour 2024 
Homecoming Concert

20.07.2024
Sat 7.30pm Seamless

17.08.2024
Sat 7.30pm Tsung Yeh and SCO

30.08.2024
Fri 7.30pm Chamber Charms: Night of Winds

06 & 07.09.2024
Fri & Sat 7.30pm Hits of Classics: Ancient Moon, Present Light

12.10.2024
Sat 7.30pm Towards the Light

02.11.2024
Sat 7.30pm Ode to Peking Opera: Zhang Lie and SCO

23.11.2024
Sat 7.30pm Yan Huichang and SCO

17 & 18.01.2025
Fri & Sat 7.30pm

2025

Rhapsodies of Spring 2025

07.02.2025
Fri 7.30pm Chamber Charms: Vibrant Strings II

14.02.2025
Fri 7.30pm Destiny

01.03.2025 
Sat 7.30pm Beyond East and West: Pang Kapang and SCO

28.03.2025
Fri 7.30pm Chamber Charms: Night of Bowed-Strings

26.04.2025
Sat 7.30pm Feng Ya Song: Liu Ju and SCO

23 & 24.05.2025
Fri & Sat 7.30pm

Young Children’s Concert: Lost Voice, Found Rhythm:  
A Journey of Self-Discovery with Ang Ku Kueh Girl

07.06.2025
Sat 7.30pm Symphony of Ink

八音荟萃 大师风采 

家庭系列 开幕/闭幕音乐会 

室内乐系列 

新加坡华乐团音乐会 SCO Concerts










                   


 

         

         



         



         




